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Mi ni sterds Roundtabl e

The new year begins with both reflections and anticipation. Last year at this time we were
thrilled to approach the ten year anniversar
comprehend the reality that we are beginning the year 2008! Remember how much anxiety
there was eight years ago about the new year? There was lots of fear about the beginning of a
new millennium. Some people honestly thought the world might come to an end. Some were
stock piling water and supplies fearing a massive computer crash and disruption of society func-
tioningd o 2 Ko , remember ? Now all that seems sil

| have heard it said that most of us try to accomplish too many things in the next few months,
but we dondt set enough goals for the next f
tions to change our |ives, | etds carefully <c
ment and be spontaneous. We dondt want to g
signals of life and change. However, there is a need for expansive, deliberateédonghinking
about the direction of our energy. Instead of worrying about how much we can accomplish in the
next few months, what if we contemplated our plans for the next five to ten years?

On Saturday, January f9leaders of our church will spend a full day discerning 4tewn plans
for our congregation. You are invited to join in that dialogue. All are welcome to put in motion
plans to change our church, our community, and our world in light of our calling to justice and
compassi on. Letds be the change we want to

| 6m exc|
Kathy McCallie
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Pictorial Church Directory

Pictures taken by appointment
*DATE CHANGED ***
January 8th Tuesaay & 9th Wednesday
Recelve a free 8 x 10

See story on page 3




OUT WITH THE OLD AND IN WITH THE NEW

Well 2007 has proven a very exciting and challenging year to be President of Church of the Open
Arms. The year included great moments of celebration, transition and absence. This congregation truly
oOostepped up to the plated and embraced all that
dent. For me personally, this year has been a wonderful opportunity to get better acquainted with a lot of
the congregation and to find out some very interesting things about myself. Thank you all so much for being
there and making this year at COA a wonderful success!

As always at COA there is never much time to rest on our laurels. 2008 is quickly approaching and
plans for the new year are already in full swing. The leadership council at the November meeting elected
Officers and Team Leaders for 2008. What a great and capable roster of volunteers.

President & Melinda Norton
Vice-President 8 Connie Martin
Past President fi Mike DeArmond
Treasurer 8 Jeff Fuller
Inclusivity Advocate d Robyn Lemon Sellers
Financial Secretary & Carol Fasol
Finance Team & Carl Parsons
Education Team 0 Maria Watkins
Worship Team & Gloria Weiss
Building Team & Hugh Doherty
Shalom Team & Conna Wilkinson
Community Life o Bo Bass
Staff and Leadership 6 Nathaniel Batchelder
New Growth & Rev. Loyce Newton - Edwards

Care Team 0 Vacant
Thank you to all who are continuing their commitment to leadership and an extravagant welcome to
those for whom this is your first time. If anyone is interested in volunteering on any of the ministry teams at
Church of the Open Arms, Please contact the Leader for that team.

A Word From Your New President, Melinda Norton

It was just three short years ago that Pam and | began attending Church of the Open Arms. And now, |

find myself holding the position of President of the church for 2008. As president, | am asked to act as the
|l ay | eader of the congregation. l dm still tryin
nity and an awesome responsibility. |1 have some good examples to follow. Batch, Mindy Hellwege, Mike
DeArmond, Jim Craig and others have all been very exciting and capable leaders and | know | will draw on
their guidance and help. Connie Martin is serving as \Recesident and | am excited to work with her and

Mike, as PasiPresident, as we strive to lead this congregation for the next year. Please feel free to talk to
me about any of your concerns, praises, ideas, e
and joy in my association with this congregation and this church. And | know that together, we can con-
tinue to share our message of Peace, Acceptance and Justice.
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Batch Wins Award! Dr. Khepra Nura Khem

th
On Friday, Dec.", at the State House of Representatives January 20

Chambers in the state Capitol building, Nathaniel Batchelder
was presented with the Annual Oklahoma Human Rights d i : . D 5 1
Commission Award. This is a tremendous honor, and we ared N0 1 NsSp '1B_A'r5n gJ. >},128 no
all proud to know Batch. His work on behalf of justice, peacemr?rrllng ser\lnce at D : Khon alilluar

and compassion is an inspiration. Batch is the second persoﬁf(vhen WeH_we comef I r.¥ epra(lj ura

from our congregation to receive this award. Dr. Boyd Shook em. HIS powerlul voice and presence
received the award last year for his work with Manos Juntas. augments his teaching and preaching.

. You will be glad you invited guests to
[
What a great group of people we have in our church! share this memorable event in the life of

our church. Black history month will be

Pl| ease do jmstéo to you Ehidnd& aBd N (’:0ming up in February, but this is an op-
makdanuary 8, 2008 oas busy WHIRATHABLEELIECS
w o r k Theé Building Committee, chaired by Hugh Doherty, P i

. : : look forward to his visit.
will meet to design a maintenance plan for the Church. Our
Church is a very valuable tool for our ministry so we must .
keep it safe, clean and attractive. On January &e willbe-  \WWednesday Nights
gin to list projects and place them in an immediate, short
term, and long term category. After we identify the work, we gyery Wednesday night at 7:00 p.m. we
will start recruiting volunteers to do special projects. One of gre celebrating and singing in a midreek
the goals of the committee is that not just a few do allthe  orship time. All are welcome. This spiri-
work. If every member gave just four hours per year doing tyal lift in the middle of the week is relax-
building projects, we would have the equivalent of a full time ing and fun.
person for six months. Thatos incredible. Her e

The spirituals and their history are exciting

information. )
Church Directory
Tuesday, January 8, 2008
Church Hall Did you ever want to call a friend from
7:00 PM church, but coul dndt
U ) Did you ever wish we had a pictorial di-
Soup and S_andwmhes served at 6:45 rectory to help put p
Adjourn, 8:30 PM their faces? On Jan. 8th and 9th we will

Contact Hugh Doherty at 2081733 for questions. have photographers from Olan Mills at
our church to take professional photo-

NYP News graphs. Every individual or family who

: . comes for a sitting will receive a free pic-
From the brand new meeting room to the arrival of the new i phone directory for our church and

curriculum, the New Youth Project is well on its waut, be- 5,55 3 free 8 x 10 photograph. This project
fore the group even meets for the first time, | would like to usgyi| pe a great benefit to our church for
this time to thank everyone for their overwhelming support increasing community and belonging. The

and continued prayers during the forming of this grouft's photographers will try to sell you photo-
been a fantastic journey to get to where we are now and | graphs of yourself, too. But, there is abso-

look forward to the coming times. __lutely no obligation to buy anything at all.
The New Youth Project will be meeting for the very first time pjaase make time in your schedule to
on Friday, January 4th from-@ pm, downstairs in the youth participate to help our church grow.

room. Ages 1:28.Bring your friends... spread the love!
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Deciding the Future Sunday Morning Discussion Group
of Open Arms Meets Weekly at 9:30

Are you | ooking for a New Ye
Do you have any good ideas for growing our showing up for church an hour earlier each Sunday to be a
church? You are invited to participate ina  part of group of friends who explore the meaning of our
gathering at church on Saturday January™9 Christian faith? In an informal setting we share our lives
that will explore how our church will move  and discuss various aspects of our faith. You are invited to
forward together into an exciting future. join us.
Everything that we have accomplished over
the past ten years as a church started out as
someoneds good idea. Byfpet ShortealsCovered® v
meeting on January fowill be to pull to-
gether lots of good ideas, formulate a vision
and make decisions about our priorities as a
church. If you are new to the church or if you

We will be able to start the new year with a clean slate.

We received enough gifts and offerings in December to

. . catch up despite the ice sto
have been around for a Iong. time, your ideas the coming year, so it was important that we start out in

are needed anq wanted. Join us as we drearTbood shape financially. With all the new activity in the
together, examine current challenges we face o rch our expenses are increasing, as well. Thank you

and develop strategies for spreading the f f hurch : LD
Good News of Godos | oVve fo youraSL[lpPort% vy r,ffe\,";‘r{?egf Té?}séﬂﬁzr

New Mends Group to Start on Wedn

All of us need a chance to stop and reflect with others about the state of our souls and the state of our lives.
The men of COA are invited to form a group that will meet immediately after our Wednesday night wor-
ship service at 7:30 p.m. starting on Januaty 9he purpose of the group will be to support one another in
our spiritual growth as men active at Church of the Open Arms. This is a good opportunity to meet new
people and form lasting friendships. For more information call Jim Stovall at @8#1.

Open Arms opened iftds door s

to the community to stand together against the violence that led
to the death of Steven Domer. Steven was a gay man who was
abducted from 39th and Penn, and then brutally murdered by
two members of a white supremacy gang. For friends of Steven,
this was their only chance to gather and remember his life. Thamks
to all who helped pull together this time of community, mourning
and call to action.

Above: lighting candles in
remembrance of all those

lost to hate and violence.

Far Left: Clergy stand to-

gether to proclaim religious
support, denouncing hate.

Near Left: All join hands as
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